
5 Pubs to Visit in Leiden

Leiden is a small-townish student city with a brutal history and as such it has a sprawling selection of diverse bars and pubs, where you can almost smell the breath of times past. One might find that Leiden isn’t a city of information era strobe-lit nightclubs but if you’re looking for a place to sit down, have a pint, and engage in a conversation where you don’t have to shout in your partner’s ear, there are plenty of places to go. Let us take a look what Leiden has to offer.

The North End

The North End is an English pub conveniently located in the corner of Noordeinde and Rapenburg. The pub has a solid selection of English and Irish beers from Hobgoblin to your run-of-the-mill Guinness. However, what the pub uniquely has to offer is a variety of over a hundred different whiskeys. With a knowledgeable staff, even an entry-level whiskey enthusiast may find themselves a recommendation that they’ll enjoy.

Olivier’s

Olivier’s is a Belgian pub located at Hooigracht 23. They offer a breath-taking selection of high class Belgian beers. Personal recommendation: Pauwel Kwak. If you haven’t had it before, the shape of the glass should be enough to make your eyes go wide, not to mention it’s ambery taste that’ll leave you yearning for more.

Lazaru’s

A rare sight nowadays, Lazaru’s is an unpretentious hard rock bar with the occasional loud-playing live band at Nieuwe Beestenmarkt 32. If you get tired of hearing music that’s either too soft or too pop, go to Lazaru’s, have a beer on tap, and reminisce your lost rebellious youth while listening to Rage Against the Machine. They have Chouffe!

Schrommelen

Schrommelen is a bar that is unique in the way that you sit down on a swing hanging down from the ceiling. The atmosphere is relaxing and intimate, making it easy to lose track of both time and the amount of work you still have to do on your paper. Great place for ending the night on a good note. Only downside is that it’s hidden and the legend says you may only find it after a couple of drinks.

Sociëteit De Burcht
Sociëteit De Burcht at Burgsteeg 14 is a place that looks straight out of 1915 Paris. Don’t be taken aback by the fancy outlook of the bar, the staff and the customers are casually friendly and welcoming, and the prices won’t burn a hole in your wallet. On Tuesdays they host an engaging pub quiz for €2,50 per person, giving you a chance to challenge the standing champions who are obviously cheating by having their smartphones on their lap.

As we’ve witnessed, Leiden offers a more than satisfactory selection of places to go for a drink. Stop waiting, go before you regret it!
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